
Motivating Students 
to Graduate 

with the 
Straight A’s of Life 



1. http://www.statisticbrain.com/high-school-dropout-statistics/ 

  
Each day approximately 
8,300 students drop  
out of high school.1  
 
That’s enough students to 
fill Wrigley Field  
every week.  
 
 



 

These students started life as 
most kids: 
happy, energetic, and curious. 
 
They had high expectations.  
 
But year after year they become 
more disengaged with school.  
 
When they finally drop out of 
high school altogether,  
those hopes are dashed.  
  



  
Students who drop  
out of high school  
are more likely to 
 
 commit crime 
 live in poverty 
 have health problems  

 
 
 



In fact,  
each student 
that drops  
out of high school  
costs society 
approximately 
$292,000.2 
      

2. Bridgeland, J.M., DiIulio, J.J., Jr., & Morison, K.B. (2006).  The silent epidemic: Perspectives of high school dropouts: A report by Civic Enterprises in association with  
     Peter D. Hart Research Associates for  the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.   http://www.saanys.org/uploads/content/TheSilentEpidemic-ExecSum.pdf       

http://www.saanys.org/uploads/content/TheSilentEpidemic-ExecSum.pdf


Wouldn’t it be great if these students 
could graduate and become productive 

members of society? 



“Research has identified  
a student’s attitude towards  
the school is the single most 
important factor in combating 
truancy.”3   
 
  

3. Gullatt, D. E., & Lemoine, D. A. (1997). Assistance for the school administrator concerned about student truancy. (ERIC  Document Reproduction Service  No. ED409653) p18. 



  

This paper discusses a 
revolutionary way to 
re-engage students in 
school (and life) through a 
unique program called  
 
the School of Life.   



"The School of Life  
is entered by all, 
and everyone  
must live it. 
 
Those who realize  
their full potential 
Achieve Straight A's 
while in it!" 



Take the case of Adam Nilssen. Adam , a student 
who graduated the program over 2 years ago. 
Adam said,  
 

“The School of Life is like a base of 
knowledge. The bottom of the building  
has to be strongest, the most well-built. 
 It supports the rest of the building.  
 
If you can teach students good morals,  
how to be a good person at a young age, 
later on in life they will do just that.  
They will continue to do that without  
even realizing they were taught.” 
 
 

 
 



 
Nilssen was not on track to graduate. After attending the School 
of Life program, he graduated with his class, received a 
scholarship to a local university, and is now pursuing his 
bachelor’s degree in education. 
 



  

The School of Life Difference consists of three main points 
 
 Classes are taught by two paid professional trainers 

 
 Training teaches life skills 

 
 Training is FREE for schools 
         and students 

 
 



  Jack Rolfe began the School of Life Foundation in 
2007 as a way to help students “school” their 
toughest opponents - themselves. 
 
  
Rolfe, a former physical therapist and basketball 
coach, compiled truths he had learned from his own 
life experiences into the book, Learn to” School” 
Your Toughest Opponent.   
 
 
 



  

Jack shared the program through public speaking, 
donating the book to various youth organizations such as 
the Big Brother/Big Sister program and others.  
 
 
  
In 2011, The School of Life Foundation partnered with 
Desert Hills High School in St. George, Utah and 
presented the program as a different choice to the 
traditional way restitution points were addressed. 
 
  



  
 Justin Keate, Vice Principal at Desert Hills High School said, 
 

“Even though we weren’t talking about grades much at all 
in the School of Life Class, a nice byproduct is that 
everyone who chose to do the program, their grades were 
going up. There was a 16% total average increase in 
overall GPA.  
 
That’s huge for a class that doesn’t even talk about 
grades. All they talk about is improving their attitude, 
being more grateful, and learning to get out of their own 
way.” 

 
 



  
The program was so successful at Desert 
Hills High School, that in 2013 the  
School of Life program was offered as an 
alternative to regular restitution in all the 
high schools in Washington County, Utah. 
  
In 2014, the program expanded into 
Northern Utah, Nevada, Oklahoma,  
and Michigan. 



  
Statistical analysis of the School of Life class from the 
past three years shows that this program positively affects 
students’ lives in three areas: 
 
Improved GPA  
Increased Graduation Rates 
Boost in Happiness  
 
 
GPA 
At the end of the school year, each school sent a list of the 
academic performance of students who took the School of 
Life course. The schools reported the GPA of each student 
prior to enrolling in the School of Life course, and their 
GPA after completing the course. 
 
 



  

 The average GPA for students rose from 2.31 to 2.63, an increase of nearly 14%. 
 
Of these students, two-thirds increased their GPA after taking the School of Life course, while the other 
one-third remained the same or decreased. 
 



  

Graduation 
For all high school seniors who took the School of Life 
course, progress toward graduation was monitored.  
 
Out of 47 students from the five traditional high schools 
who were reported “Not on track to graduate” with their 
class, 44 graduated on time (93.6%)  
 



  

Happiness and Character Attributes 
 
Along with tracking GPA and Graduation rates, the schools also tracked homework turn-in rates, and 
character attributes such as appreciation, service, optimism, and happiness.  



  

Statistical Conclusion: 
 
The statistical analysis reveals firm support 
to show that this program is making a 
change.  
 
As John Baggeley, statistician said,  
 

“I’m a numbers guy and the numbers 
bear out that what the School of Life 
does is making a difference.” 

 
 
  



  

Business and Community 
Involvement 
 
High school students who drop out  
aren’t just a school problem –  
they’re a community problem.  
  
For a program to provide long-lasting  
results and be cost-effective,  
community and business  
involvement is necessary.  
 
Businesses and concerned citizens 
donate money and time  
to help the School of Life. 
  
 
  



Sorenson said,  
“The amazing thing is the School  
of Life Foundation has been able 
to make more of a difference  
with a smaller program than  
many other national programs  
are making.” 

 
  
 

Erik Sorenson, owner of Sorenson Advertising, is a corporate sponsor of the School of Life. 
 
His philosophy on giving is to be a donor for the sole reason of helping the students and the 
program grow and flourish 



  



  

CONCLUSION 
  
The School of Life Foundation wants to make a 
positive, lasting change in youth. After all, youth are 
our future – our future business owners, our 
community leaders, our future teachers. 
  
As Adam Nilssen said,  

“Before the School of Life program I didn’t really 
care about graduating. They were able to give 
me so much more confidence in myself. They 
helped so I wanted to succeed. I wanted to do the 
best I could, so they were a factor in my 
graduating.” 



  

You can help a youth gain the confidence to face 
his or her future.  
 
A future filled with hope, self-determination, 
and graduation.  
 
A future bright, happy, and productive. 
 
A future where a teenager can be a teen:  
 
Silly 
Energetic 
Curious 
Full of Hope for the future 



  

http://schooloflifefoundation.org/


  This Slide Share,  
and the full White Paper,  
was produced by : 

To read the full White Paper, Click Here 

http://storybrandhero.com/
http://storybrandhero.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Final-Whitepaper-SOL.pdf
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